4TH GRADE

VOCABULARY

THEME 1

“Journeys”

COLD WEATHER WORDS

“Running the Iditarod” 

“Akiak”
*Write the definitions next to each word.  Find additional cold-weather words in the story, along with their meanings.  

Blizzard:______________________________________________________________

Ice:        ______________________________________________________________

Whiteout: _____________________________________________________________

Snowdrift: _____________________________________________________________

Snow:     ______________________________________________________________

*Running the Iditarod and Akiak vocabulary:  Write each word in a sentence.

Rugged:  having a rough, uneven surface

Musher: the driver of a dogsled.

Vowed: promised

Checkpoint: a place along a route where a check or count is made

Volunteer: someone who helps free a charge

Refuge: a safe or covered place out of bad weather.

Burrowed:  dug a hole like a small animal

Experienced: having the knowledge or skill from having done a particular thing in the past. 

Layover: a brief stop on a trip. 

Squinted:  looked with eyes partly open.

Courageous:  having or showing courage, brave.

Remote: distant; far from towns or cities. 

Momentum:  the force and speed of a moving object.

Purebred: animals coming from many generations of the same breed of kind.

Trailhead:  a place where a trail begins. 

TRAVEL WORDS

“Far Away From Home”

“Grandfather’s Journey”

*Write the definitions next to each word.  Find additional travel words in the story, along with their meanings.  

Trip: 













Journey:












Voyage: 












Tour:














*Far Away From Home and Grandfather’s Journey vocabulary:  Write each word in a sentence.

Reminded:  made someone remember

Bewildered: greatly puzzled, confused.

Marveled:  filled with surprise or wonder.

Longed:  wished for, wanted very much.

Surrounded:  put all around.

Homeland:  country where one was born or lived a long time ago.

Warblers:  small gray or brown songbirds.

Silvereyes:  small greenish birds with a ring of white feathers around the eyes. 

Still:  to make quiet.

Homesick:  missing one’s home to the point of pain or sickness.

Traditional: handed down for generations, usually relating to ideas, customs, or beliefs.

Syllable:  a word or part of a word pronounced as a single sound (the word lunch has one syllable and dinner has two); the natural breaks within a word.  

NAUTICAL TERMS

“Return to the Titanic”

“Iceberg Right Ahead!”

*Write the definitions next to each word.  Find additional nautical words in the story, along with their meanings.  

Crow’s nest 












Cabin 












Deck













Hull













Stern














*Return to the Titanic and Iceberg Right Ahead vocabulary:  Write each word in a sentence.

Shipwrecks:   wrecked or ruined ships.

Unsinkable:  impossible to sink.

Voyage: long journey to a distant place.

Bow:  the front of a ship.

Steward:  an assistant on a ship or an airplane.

Third-class:  having food and shelter on board of the least quality and price.

Second-class:  having food and shelter on board at a quality just below the highest or first class.

Iceberg:  a huge floating piece of ice broken off from a glacier.

Distress: needing immediate help.

Survivors:  people who have stayed alive.

Drenched:  soaked.

Wreckage:  the remains of something that has been destroyed.

Funnels:  smokestacks.

Loomed:  came out of the mist or darkness.

Portholes:  small, round windows in a ship.

Plaques:  flat markers that are engraved with words in honor of an event.

Monument:  a structure in memory of people who have died.

Electrify:  excite

Frigid:  freezing cold.

Patrol:  a lookout or protective force.

Current: a flow of water or wind moving in a specific direction.

Conveyor belt:  a mechanical, moving strip that transports items from one place to another.

Buoys:  floating markers.  

RAILROAD WORDS

“All Aboard”

“By the Shores of Silver Lake”

“Finding Her Way”

*Write the definitions next to each word.  Find additional railroad words in the story, along with their meanings.  

Depot













Platform












Conductor












Train













*All Aboard, By the Shores of Silver Lake and Finding Her Way vocabulary:  Write each word in a sentence.

Satchels:  small bags used for carrying books and other small items.

Platform:  a raised floor or surface.

Delaine:  a light fabric used for women’s dresses.

Calico:  a rough, brightly printed cloth.

Craned:  stretched the neck in order to see better. 

Jolting:  moving in a jerky, bumpy way.

Stubble:  the short, stiff stalks of grain or hay left on a field after harvesting.

Callused:  having patches of thick skin; tough.

Bristly:  covered with stiff hairs.

Bobs;  moves up and down.

Lurching:  moving unsteadily from side to side.

Suspected:  guessed.

Shanties:  shacks; poorly built houses. 

4TH GRADE

VOCABULARY

FOCUS

“Mysteries”

MYSTERY WORDS

“The Case of the Earthenware Pig”

“The Sticks of Truth”

*Write the definitions next to each word.  Find additional mystery words in the story, along with their meanings.  

Plot 













Clues 













Conclusion 













*The Case of the Earthenware Pig and The Sticks of Truth vocabulary:  Write each word in a sentence.

Chattering:  talking quickly.

Detectors: things that tell you when something is happening.

Earthenware:  pottery made out of clay that has been baked and made hard.

Slick:  well-done; clever.

Alibi:  an account of a person’s whereabouts during a crime.

Innkeeper:  a person who runs an inn or hotel.

Confessed:  told the truth or admitted to a crime.

4TH GRADE

VOCABULARY

THEME 2

“American Stories”

TYPES OF LIBRARY BOOKS

“Tomas Rivera”

“No Talking, no Eating, & No Checking”
*Write the definitions next to each word.  Find additional library words in the story, along with their meanings.  

Fantasy













Fable













Mystery












Fiction












Nonfiction













Dictionary












Almanac












Encyclopedia












*Tomas Rivera and No Talking, No eating & No Checking vocabulary:  Write each word in a sentence.

Papa Grande:  pah-PAH GRAHN-deh  (big daddy)

Buenas Noches:  BWEH-nahs NOH-chehs  (good evening)

Storyteller:  a person who tells stories

En un tiempo pasado:  ehn oon TYEM-poh  pah-SAH-doh ( in a passed time)

Chattered: clicked together, as in cold or fear.

Glaring:  looking at angrily.

Uno, dos, tres, cuatro:  OOH-noh, doh, thehs, KWAH-troh ( one, two, three, four)

Lap:  as a verb, to lick up or slurp.

Borrow:  to get temporary use of.

Check out:  to withdraw an item, as a book in a library.

Eager:  excited, enthusiastic.

Que tigre tan grande!:  Keh TEE_greh Than GRAHN-deh (That tiger is so large)

Libro:  LEE-broh (book)

Pajaro:  PAH-ha-roh

Buenas tardes, senor:  BWEH-nahs TAHR-dehs seh-NYO-rah (good afternoon, sir)

Buenas tardes, senora: BWEH-nass TAHR-dehs seh-NYO-rah (good afternoon, lady.)

Adios:  ah-DYOHS (good bye)

Pan dulce:  PAHN DOOL-she (sweat bread)

Gracias:  GRH-syahs  (thank you)

Strict:  harch, closely enforced.

Pew:  church bench.

Papyrus: Puh-PI-ruhs ( a type of paper made from the papyrus plant many years ago)

Cataloging:  a listing of items in some order.

Psalms:  religious songs. 

FARM WORDS

“Family Reunions”

“Tanya’s Reunion”
”Fun and Games”

*Write the definitions next to each word.  Find additional farm words in the story, along with their meanings.  

Farmhouse












Nouns












Field













Planted












Tilled













Verbs














*Family Reunions, Tanya’s Reunion, and Fun and Games vocabulary:  Write each word in a sentence.

Reunion: a gathering of group members who have not seen each other for a while.

Announcement:  formal printed notice, as of a wedding or other event. 

Reassured:  made less fearful or worried.

Arrangements:  planning done beforehand.

Homestead:  the land and buildings that belong to a family.

Gathering:  a coming together of people.

Satisfaction:  contentment; happiness.

Limbs:  arms or legs.

Great-uncle:  a grandparent’s brother.

Faded:  worn, pale.

Aromas:  pleasant smells.

Murmured:  spoken in a low, soft voice.

Drumroll:  continual beating on a drum.

Baptismal:  in this case, having to do with a Christian ceremony at which a baby is sprinkled with water.

Blacksmithing:  the art of heating iron and hammering it into objects such as horseshoes and tools.

Tilled:  prepared the land for growing crops.

Persisted:  continued repeatedly to say or do something.

Taper:  to become slowly smaller or less.

Pitches in:  helps others get a job done.

Uproar:  a noisy excitement and confusion.

Consent:  permission.

Squealed:  made a high, thing cry or sound.

Spectacular:  out of the ordinary, impressive.

Tarp:  a covering, such as waterproofed canvas, to protect something outdoors.

Insteps:  the curved (arched) middle parts of human feet.

TYPES OF HATS

“Go West”

“Boss of the Plains”
”Cowboy Songs”

*Write the definitions next to each word.  Find additional hat words in the story, along with their meanings.  

Stetson












Derby













Sombrero












Homburg












*Go West, Boss of the Plains, and Cowboy Songs vocabulary:  Write each word in a sentence.

Settlers:  people who travel to a little known area and make a home.

Derbies:  stiff felt hats with rounded tops and narrow brims (lower front edge).

Sombreros:  large straw hats with tall tops and broad brims.

Homburgs:  soft felt hats with dented tops and rolled brims.

Drenching:  soaking.

Suited:  fitted the needs of.

Frontier:  unexplored land.

Territory:  a region or area of land.

Pioneers:  people who are the first to settle in a region.

Form:  as a noun,  a mold used to give shape to something.

Tuberculosis:  a disease that usually affects the lungs and in the past often resulted in death.

Gear:  equipment used for a specific activity.

Adventurers:  travelers in search of unusual or exciting experiences.

Determined:  sticking to a purpose.

Opportunity:  a good chance.

Prairie:  a wide area of flat or rolling land with tall grass and few trees.

Tanned:  changed animal hide to leather by soaking it in chemicals.

Scoffed:  made fun of.

Pelts:  the skins of animals with hair or fur still on it.

Hatchet:  a small ax.

Sapling:  a young tree.

Swig: a large swallow of liquid.

Matted:  as a verb,  to become tangled or twisted.

Scorching:  burning hot.

Picturesque:  very beautiful.

Distinctive:  unusual.

Unique:  one of a kind.

Drum up:  an expression meaning “to try to get business”

Wranglers:  cowboys.

Gamble:  a risk.

Corral:  a fenced-in place where cattle or horses are kept.

Decoy:  an object used to take attention away from one thing and move it onto another.

Jittery:  nervous.

Stampede:  to panic and run.

Range:  wide-open land.

Zephyrs:  breezes, especially winds from the west.

Strays: wanderers, lost animals.

Hoe cakes:  fried or baked flat cakes made out or cornmeal.

Puncher: a cowboy who moves cattle.

Spurs:  pointed devices worn on a rider’s boots to make a horse move.

CITIZENSHIP TERMS

“A New York City Welcome”

“A Very Important Day”


*Write the definitions next to each word.  Find additional “important” words in the story, along with their meanings.  

Oath














Loyalty












Allegiance












Pledge












Petitioner













*A New York City Welcome and A Very Important Day vocabulary:  Write each word in a sentence.

Nelia Batungbakal:  NEL-I-ah-bah-TUHNG-bah-KAHL

DJ: Disc jockey; someone who plays music on a radio station.

Apologized: asked forgiveness.

Stooped:  bent over.

Lobbed:  tossed up in the air.

Congratulations:  good wishes to someone at a happy event or for a job well done.

Chorused:  called out together.

Skidded:  slid or slipped.

Ferry:  a boat that carries passengers and, often their vehicles from one point to another.

Harbor:  a sheltered place along a coast where ships can safely anchor or dock.

Outstretched:  extended; reached out.

Courthouse:  a building that contains courts of law.

Obliged:  forced to act in a certain way.

Defeat:  to win victory over.

Highlands:  a high or hilly area.

Chamber:  a meeting room used by lawmakers.

Examiner:  an official who inspects or asks questions.

Certificate:  an official document that gives information to prove an event or fact.

Aisles:  spaces for walking between row of seats.

Petitioners:  people who ask for something in writing.

Citizenship: the legal position of a citizen with the rights, duties, and privileges of this position.

Oath:  a pledge or promise.

Citizens:  official members of a country.

Enrich:  to improve the quality of.

Allegiance:  loyalty to one’s country or a person.

Candidates:  people running for political office.

Polls:  a place where people choose by casting votes.

Ballots:  lists of candidates to vote on.

Municipal:  city or community.

Bond:  a certificate that guarantees payment.

Mock:  fake, pretend.

4TH GRADE

VOCABULARY

THEME 3

“That’s Amazing”

WEATHER WORDS

“That’s Amazing”

“When the Leaves Fall”

“The Stranger”

*Write the definitions next to each word.  Find additional weather words in the story, along with their meanings.  

Frost














Radar













Breeze












North














* That’s Amazing, When the Leaves Fall and The Stranger vocabulary:  Write each word in a sentence.





Jammed: to push suddenly or hard.

Thermometer: an instrument for measuring temperature.

Mercury:  a silvery white metal used in thermometers.

Fascinated:  greatly interested.

Draft: a flow of air.

Hypnotized:  put into a trance or dazed condition.

Timid:  easily frightened; shy

Peculiar:  unusual or odd.

Autumn: the season after summer.

Trembling:  shaking.

Etched: made a design by cutting lines.

Frost: very thin covering of ice.

Spiraling:  twirling in a circular pattern.

Main: power

Bide:  to wait around.

Padded: muffled

Windswept: windy or gusty.

CLOTHING WORDS

“The Island of Martinique”

“Cendrillon”

*Write the definitions next to each word.  Find additional clothing words in the story, along with their meanings.

Shirt













Shawl













Slipper













Gown













That’s Amazing, When the Leaves Fall and The Stranger vocabulary:  Write each word in a sentence.

Orphan: a child whose parents are dead.

Godmother: a woman who acts as a child’s parent.

Proud:  thinking too highly of oneself.

Peasant:  relating to a poor farm worker.

Hollow:  false or meaningless.

Manioc:  the root of a tropical plant, used in making pudding.

Pallet:  a narrow, hard mattress.

Riddance:  removal of something unwanted.

Glided:  covered with a layer of gold.

Agoutis:  rodents that dig in the ground.

Elegant:  marked by good taste; graceful.

Shift:  a loose-fitting dress.

Chaperone:  to go with a young woman when she is out in public with a young man.

Crossly:  in a grumpy or grouchy way.

Commotion:  noisy activity.

Charged:  directed or ordered.

Hesitation:  doubt or delay.

Ballroom:  a dance hall, often very grand in style.

CLIMATE WORDS

“What is a Heat Wave”

“Heat”

*Write the definitions next to each word.  Find additional climate words in the story, along with their meanings.

Heat wave











Blizzard












Temperate











Tropical













*What is a Heat Wave and Heat vocabulary:  Write each word in a sentence.

Horizon:  line along which the earth and sky seem to meet.

Clump:  a group of things close together.

Crinkled:  wrinkled

Mercury:  a silvery-white metal that is liquid at room temperature; used in thermometers.

Snagged:  caught on something sticking out.

Weather vane:  a movable pointer that shows which way the wind is blowing.

Harvest:  gathering in of crops.

Blizzard: a long heavy snowstorm.

Commotion:  noisy confusion

Pasture:  land used for animals to graze (eat grass)

Churned:  stirred or shook greatly.

Dog-paddled:  swam holding head above water, paddling with arms in front, and kicking.

Whiff:  slight wind, especially one carrying a smell.

Singe:  burn slightly.

Yeast:  a substance that is used to make break dough rise.

Trough:  a long, narrow container that holds water or food for animals.

Lit:  landed

Temperature:  measured of heat or coldness.

Licked:  beaten

Frisky:  lively and playful.

Spirits: mood

Sprouted:  sent out new growth.

Affected:  caused a change in.

Miscalculated:  planned or figured incorrectly.

Absorb:  to soak something up.

Expand:  get bigger.

Contract:  get smaller:

Devised:  made or created.

4TH GRADE

VOCABULARY

THEME 4

“Problem Solvers”

Synonyms for “struck”

“New in the Neighborhood”

“My Name is Maria Isabel”

“The Name Game”

Write as many synonyms as you can for the word “struck” (to aim and usually deliver a blow, stroke, or thrust) (synonym - one of two or more words or expressions of the same language that have the same or nearly the same meaning in some or all senses)

*New in the Neighborhood, My Name is Maria Isabel, and The Name Game vocabulary:  Write each word in a sentence.

Revolved:  to be centered around a particular thing.

Pageant:  a play based on events in history.

Rededication:  making holy again.

Temple:  a place of worship for Jews.

Menorah:  a candlestick with nine branches used in Jewish worship.

Three Kinds’ Day:  holiday on January 6 that celebrates the three Wise men, or Kings, who, according to the Christian Bible, visited the infant Jesus.

Piñata:  a hollow figure filled with gifts and teats.

Latkes:  potato pancakes eaten on Hanukkah.

Misunderstanding:  a failure to understand.

Disappointed:  feeling like things didn’t go the way you had hoped.

Troublesome:  causing problems.

Drizzle:  to rain lightly.

Crutch:  support that fits under the armpit and helps a disabled person walk.

Shepherd:  one who takes care of sheep.

Volunteered: offered to help.

Manger:  open box in a stable that holds food for animals.

Attentively:  with attention or alertness.

Nervously:  with concern, worry, or fear.

Strumming:  playing the strings lightly.

Double-take:  reaction to something surprising after not noticing anything unusual at first.

Symbolism:  hidden meaning.

Ancestors:  family members who lived o along time ago.

Moniker:  name.

Implements:  tools.

Prominent:  important.

HOLIDAY WORDS

“A Famous Bus Ride”

“Happy B-Day Dr. King”

“Dear Mrs. Parks”

*Write holiday words and the definitions for as many holiday words you can find.  Hint:  look in your stories for clues.

Example:  feast, candles, singing, etc.

*A Famous Bus Ride, Happy B-Day Dr. King, and Dear Mrs. Parks vocabulary:  Write each word in a sentence.

Assignment:  homework.

Assembly:  big meeting.

Slip:  small piece of paper.

Slush: watery snow.

Crumpled:  wrinkled.

Celebration: a party in honor of someone or something.

Fare:  the money a person must pay to travel, as on a bus or subway.

Protest:  to express strong feelings against something.

Boycott:  a refusal to buy or deal with a company.

Civil rights:  referring to the legal privileges every American citizen is guaranteed.

Skit:  a brief play.

Stupendous:  amazing.

Theme:  topic.

Stand:  an opinion about an important issue.

Oppression:  unfair treatment.

Endure:  to put up with.

WOOD WORDS

“Life in a Logging Camp”

“Marvin of the Great North Woods”

“Snow Runners”

*Write the definitions next to each word.  Find additional wood words in the story, along with their meanings.

Wood:












Woods:












Woodstove:











Lumber: 












Lumberjack:











Lumberyard: 











*Life in a Logging Camp, Marvin of the Great North Woods, and Snow Runners vocabulary:  Write each word in a sentence.

Glowered:  looked annoyed.

Bonjour:  (boh ZHOOR) hello.

Latkes (LAHT-kehz) potato pancakes.

Knishes: (K’NISH-ez) squares of dough filled with potato or other mashed vegetable and baked.

Horizon:  the line along which the earth and sky seem to meet.

Landscape:  a stretch of land.

Fragrance:  a sweet or pleasant odor.

Timber: trees that can be used as building wood.

Snowshoes:  frames attached to shoes and used for walking across snow.

Derriere: (deh ree AIR) bottom

Lumberjack:  people who shop down trees and haul the wood to a sawmill.

Immense:  huge, vary large.

Frantic:  wildly excited.

En retard: (uh ruh TAHR) late

Bunkhouse:  building in a camp where a group of people sleep.

Les en retards:  (layz uh ruh TAHR) the people who are late.

Broche:  (BROOKH-huh; pronounce the KH the same as the CH in Channukah) a Hebrew blessing

Leve-toi: (lehv TWAH) get up!

Qui es tu? (kee eh TEU) Who are you?

Quell est ton nom? (kehl eh toh NOH) What is your name?

Flapjacks:  pancakes.

Dismay: to fill with sudden concern.

Cords:  measures for stacks of cut wood.

Notched:  a cut shaped like a V

Nom petit:  (moh p’TEE) My little one.

Woodsman:  a person who works or lives in a forest.

Glinting:  a brief flashing,  like a light.

Merci beaucoup: (mayr see boe KOO) Thank you

Au revoir: (oe r’VWAHR) Good-bye.

Synthetic:  not made from natural materials, such as cotton.

Advantage:  strong point.

Overdress:  to wear too many clothes.

Parka:  a heavy winter jacket.

Hind:  an animal’s back legs or feet.

Distribute:  to spread out over an area.

REGAL WORDS

“A Visit to China Town”

“The last Dragon”

“Happy New Year”

*Write the definitions next to each word.  Find additional regal words in the story, along with their meanings.

VERBS

Polished 












Shining 












ADJECTIVES

Beautiful 











Royal 













*A Visit to China Town, The Last Dragon, and Happy New Year vocabulary:  Write each word in a sentence.

Companions:  a group that keeps someone from being alone.

Severed:  cut off from the whole.

Alien:  unfamiliar; foreign.

Homage:  special public honor.

Scraggly:  shabby or town.

Crest:  something, like feathers, that grows on an animal’s head.

Mahjongg:  (ma-zhong) a Chinese game played with tiles that look like dominoes.

Suspiciously:  acting as if something is wrong or bad.

Errand:  a short trip taken to perform a task.

Pliers:  a metal hand took with jaws for holding, bending, or cutting.

Scales:  small, thin, flat parts that cover a fish or reptile.

Blessed:  made holy.

Characters:  symbols or letters used in printing or writing.

Fierce:  wile and mean; dangerous.

Typhoon:  a tropical storm occurring in the Western Pacific or Indian Oceans.

Celebrations:  a party or festival.

Vial:  a small, glass container.

Raked:  searched.

Snaked:  moved in a winding and twisting way.

Teeming:  full, crowded.

Solstice:  around June 21 (the summer solstice) and around December 21 (the winter solstice)

Behavior:  the way in which a person behaves or acts.

MUSICAL TERMS

“Musicians at Work”

“Sing to the Stars”

“The Art of Music”

*Write the definitions next to each word.  Find additional musical words in the story, along with their meanings.

Classical 











Jazz 












Blues 












Spiritual 













*Musicians at Work, Sing to the Stars, The Art of Music vocabulary:  Write each word in a sentence.

Sprightly:  lively

Strides:  walks with long steps.

Rhythm: movement or beats that repeat in a regular pattern.

Broadly:  widely.

Fundraiser:  a way to make money for charity.

Open mike:  a microphone that anyone can use to show their talent.

Stammers:  speaks with pauses and repeated words.

Clutching:  holding tightly.

Blaring:  m aking a loud, harsh noise.

Glaring:  very bright.

Squalls:  cries.

Classical:  relating to a musical style from 18th century Europe.

Sultry:  very hot and humid.

Jazz:  a type of music with a strong rhythm.

Hubbub:  noise, turmoil.

Murmur:  a low, constant sound.

Amplifiers:  electronic equipment that makes sound stronger or louder.

Clasping:  holding.

Beam:  ray of light.

Pulsating:  beating.

Brownout:  when the electricity goes out.

Grasps:  takes hold of.

Debut:  a first performance in public.

Forearm:  lower part of the arm.

Archeologist:  someone who studies very old buildings and things left behind by people.

Pluck:  to pull at and let go.

Gable:  triangular part of a sloping roof.

4TH GRADE

VOCABULARY

THEME 5

“Heroes”

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

“Success in the Music Business”

“Gloria Estafan”

*Write the family section next to each instrument. (strings, woodwinds, etc) Find additional musical instruments in the story, along with their meanings.

Guitar 












Violin 












Harp 












Drums 













*Success in the Music Business and Gloria Estafan, vocabulary:  Write each word in a sentence.

Duty:  serving in the Army, for example.

Nerves:  parts of the body that control your muscles.

Ballads:  songs about love.

Rehearsals:  times to practice.

Scholarship:  money given to a student to attend college.

Career:  what someone does as a job.

Calling:  the work someone was meant to do.

Director:  person in charge of.

Marketing:  part of a company that deals with selling and advertising.

Veteran:  someone who served in the Army, for example.

Contract:  a written agreement.

Specializes:  to be involved in a particular activity.

Eventually:  at the end; finally.

Worldwide:  all over the world.

Demonstrated:  showed clearly.

Prevention:  stopping someone from doing something.

Tragedy:  disaster.

Tractor trailer:  a big truck.

Jackknifed:  folded in two.

Collarbone:  a bone in your shoulder.

Paralyzed: not able to walk.

Therapy:  working with a doctor to get well.

Congressional:  having to do with the U.S. Congress, a part of the government.

Passionate:  eager.

Tireless:  able to work a long time without stopping.

BASEBALL TERMS

“Good Sportsmanship”

“Lou Gehrig”

“Pourquoi Tales”

*Write the definitions next to each word.  Find additional baseball terms in the story, along with their meanings.

Foul 












Designated hitter 










Fly ball 












Grounder 












*Good Sportsmanship, Lou Gehrig, and Pourquoi Tales vocabulary:  Write each word in a sentence.

Immigrants: people who leave their homeland and come to anew country to live.

Accountant:  a person whose job is to help people or companies handle their money.

Engineer:  person whose job is to use scientific knowledge to build or design things.

Scout:  a person hired by a team to search for talented athletes to sign up.

Salary:  the money paid for work done.

Shortstop:  the baseball player who guards the area between second base and third base.

First baseman:  the baseball player who guards the area around first base.

Consecutive:  one following right after the other.

Modest:  having a quiet, humble view of oneself.

Apparent:  easily seen or understood.

Fielding:  in baseball, picking up the ball and throwing it to the correct player.

Clubhouse:  locker rooms used by a sports team.

Lineup:  players in a baseball game; the order in which players bat.

Specialists:  doctors who focus on one area of the body.

Central nervous system:  brain and spinal cord.

Umpire:  baseball official who rules on plays.

Honor: to show special respect for.

Prototype:  an original example.

Sportsmanship:  acting with dignity in difficult situations.

Array:  a group arranged in an order.

Parole:  released a prisoner who has not yet completed his prison sentence.

Visibly:  in a way that can be seen.

Standings:  wins and losses.

Statistics:  information given in numbers.

Calculate:  figured out.

Innings:  parts of a baseball game that each last until both teams make three outs; there are usually nine innings in a game.

Errors:  pitching or fielding mistakes that allow a player to get to a base or score a run.

Walks:  times a batter reaches a base when the pitcher throws four balls that don’t go over the home plate in the correct place.

4TH GRADE

VOCABULARY

THEME 6

“NATURE: 

Friend and Foe”

FISHING EQUIPMENT

“The Land and People of Kodiak Island”

“Salmon Summer”

“Seal Island Kids”

*Write the definitions next to each word.  Find additional fishing terms in the story, along with their meanings.

Tackle 












Bait 












Fishing vest 











Outboard 











*The Land and People of Kodiak Island, Salmon Summer, and Seal Island Kids vocabulary:  Write each word in a sentence.

Fry: recently hatched fish.

Spawn:  to lay eggs and reproduce, as fish do.

Ancestors:  people in one’s family who lived many years ago.

Filets:  small pieces of boneless meat or fish.

Scavengers:  animals that feed on dead animals or plants.

Slinks:  to move in a sneaking way.

Abundance:  more than enough.

Cure:  to preserve food by salting, smoking, or pickling.

Excess:  more than what is needed.

Lure:  a piece of fake bait used to attract fish.

Expending:  using up.

ATV’s:  abbreviation for all-terrain vehicles.

Deal with :  pay attention to.

Mainland:  the main part of a place not including its surrounding island.

Terrain:  land.

Scraps:  pieces.

Stewards:  people who take care of something.

Tangled, entangled:  caught, as if in a net.

Driftwood:  wood washed up by the water.

FIRE TERMS

“The Rain Forest”

“Wildfires”

“Flame Busters”

*Write the definitions next to each word.  Find additional fire terms in the story, along with their meanings.

Ash 












Heat 












Oxygen 












*The Rain Forest, Wildfires, and Flame Busters vocabulary:  Write each word in a sentence.

Accumulation:  the total amount of something that has piled up.

Transformer:  an electrical device.

Sequoias:  trees in California that can grow to more than 300 feet tall.

Ember:  glowing piece of material in the ashes of a fire.

Ablaze:  on fire.

Adjusted:  gotten used to.

Cycles:  series of events that are regularly repeated in order.

Aggressively:  very actively and forcefully.

Decreased:  lessened.

Renew:  to make new again; to bring new life to.

Accumulate: build up.

Structures:  buildings.

Abandoned:  gave up.

Geyser:  a spring that from time to times ends out bursts of hot water and steam.

Flammable:  able to burn easily and quickly.

Tinderbox:  a box that holds flammable materials;  a structure that will burn quickly.

Consumed:  destroyed by burning.

Extent:  the area or distance something covers.

Charred:  burned.

Mosaic:  a design formed by different colored pieces.

Inhalation:  breathing in.

Fledglings:  young birds that have just grown feathers.

Scavengers:  animals that eat dead creatures.

Species:  groups of living things considered to be of the same kind.

Flourish:  grow very well.

Periodic:  happening at regular times.

Deprive:  take away.

Interval:  a period of time between two events.

Ponderosa:  a type of pine tree.

Unison:  together; as one.

Mechanics:  technical details.

Hazards: dangers.

CPR:  a form of first aid.

Simulated:  recreated, pretend.

Supervise:  watch over; to be in charge.

PRAIRIE WORDS

“Life on the Prairie”

“Skylark”

“Rain Sayings and Test Taking”

*Write the definitions next to each word.  Find additional prairie words in the story, along with their meanings.

Water 












Fields 












Wagons 













*Life on the Prairie, Skylark, and Rain Sayings and Test Taking vocabulary:  Write each word in a sentence.

Prairie:  referring to an area of flat land with tall grass.

Paddock:  a fenced field where horses exercise or graze.

Coyote:  an animal that is similar to the wolf.

Barrel:  the metal tube of a gun.

Slumped:  dropped down suddenly.

Sharply:  harshly.

Phonograph:  an old-fashioned record player.

Drought:  a long period of little or no rain.

Corral:  a fenced-in area for cattle or horses.

Trembling:  shaking from fear or worry.

Timbers:  long, heavy pieces of wood.

Belt:  a zone or region.

Gale:  a strong gust of wind.

Density:  mass or thickness.

Apt.  likely.

